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Following the realization that global ecological crises will not be resolved by advances in science 

and technology, an increasing number of intellectuals, environmental activists, and religious 

leaders have sought to address the problems (of hopelessness, of government inaction) by looking 

to the power of religion. Interdisciplinary work combining elements of Religious Studies, 

Environmental Studies, and the study of culture has been promoted by scholars such as Mary 

Evelyn Tucker, John Grim, Max Oelschlaeger, J. Baird Callicott, and Sarah McFarland Taylor. A 

key aim of this work has been to rethink the relationships between humans and the natural work 

within religious systems to understand the origins of the current crisis and to find better ways to 

tackle it. Terms such as “deep ecology,” “ecospirituality,” and “green religion” are important parts 

of this debate. One particularly fruitful avenue of this research for literary scholars has been the 

study of “green religion” as developed by Bron Taylor in Dark Green Religion: Nature Spirituality 

and the Planetary Future (2010). Taylor’s study explores the religious dimension of ecological 

activism and other forms of world-engagement (even when these forms define themselves as 

antipathetic to “religion,” understood as a set of powerful institutions) in order to critically assess 

the positive potential and missteps of environmentally focused religious passions. 

The literatures of North America have been regularly attentive to the relationships between 

religious values and the natural world, a subject manifested most fully in the great tradition of 

American nature writing inherited from Henry David Thoreau, John Burroughs, John Muir, Aldo 

Leopold, and others. Published in 1962, Rachel Carson’s Silent Spring was one of the most 

important nonfiction books of the 20
th

 century. When the environmental movement of the 1960s 

emerged, scholars in humanities departments began to ask how intellectual history relates to the 

problem of environmental degradation, and religious attitudes were an important consideration. 

Lynn White Jr.’s “The Historical Roots of Our Ecologic Crisis” in 1967 warned people to be 

vigilant about the inculcation of anthropocentric attitudes and the accompanying environmentally 

destructive behaviors embedded in the Judeo-Christian tradition. Gary Snyder’s poetry and prose 

also engaged with the mythic resonances and values embedded in Asian and Western literary 

traditions, both to criticize old and encourage new “myths.” As Laurence Buell has aptly 

demonstrated, the literary imagination has been crucial to the development of the “environmental 

imagination.” In recent decades, there has been a renaissance of environmental writing and 

criticism, and ecospirituality has been an essential component of this movement. 

For the February 2020 issue of ANQ, we invite submissions that offer original and 

thought-provoking papers concerning the relationship between GREEN RELIGION AND 

AMERICAN LITERATURE, including but not limited to considerations of  

 the impact of American literature to the greening of world’s religions; 

 green religion as new creative impetus for contemporary American literature;  

 the diversity of green religious ideas represented in American literary works; 

 critical apprehensions of green religion, ecospirituality, and so forth; 

 considerations of formal and/or stylistic developments relevant to literary expressions of 

green religion; 



 the role of catastrophic climate change—a world problem—in the move towards a more 

worldly American literature; 

 Asian, Western, African, and other sources of ecospirituality as evidenced within 

American writing; 

 The greening of Christianity and other Abrahamic religious traditions; 

 Gender and class considerations in the evolution and development of literary 

ecospirituality; 

 scientism as a religious phenomenon, or the ecological tendencies of invented religious 

traditions; 

 and so forth. 

 

Please send the completed paper of 5,000 to 8,000 words in Word format to special issue editors 

Joan Qionglin Tan (joantan@hotmail.co.uk; or: tan.qionglin@mail.shufe.edu.cn) and John 

Whalen-Bridge (ellwbj@nus.edu.sg) by 1 May, 2019. Manuscripts submitted should follow MLA 

Handbook (8th ed.). 

 

ANQ: A Quarterly Journal of Short Articles, Notes, and Reviews, currently indexed in Arts and 

Humanities Citation Index, Humanities International Complete and the MLA International 

Bibliography, is an international, peer-reviewed journal published quarterly in February, May, 

August, and November, for a total of four issues per year, by Taylor & Francis Group, LLC.  

The special issue Green Religion and American Literature accommodates long rather than short 

articles.  

 

Joan Qionglin Tan, Director of the Center for Gary Snyder Studies, is now Chair Professor of 

English Language and Literature, Shanghai University of Finance and Economics, China. 

John Whalen-Bridge is Associate Professor of English Language and Literature, National 

University of Singapore.  
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